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communication is destined to remain secret/' Delcasse soon
announced its substance in the French Chamber of
Deputies.
Delcasse was not yet satisfied. He wanted to get from
Prinetti a signed document which would bind Italy to ob-
serve strict neutrality in case France should take the initia-
tive in declaring a war to which she had been provoked.72
Accordingly, by an exchange of notes between Prinetti and
Barrere on November 1, 1902, it was mutually agreed:
"In case Prance [Italy] should be the object of a direct
or indirect aggression on the part of one or more Powers,
Italy [France] will maintain a strict neutrality.
"The same shall hold good in case France [Italy], as
the result of a direct provocation, should find herself com-
pelled, in defense of her honor or her security, to take the
initiative of a declaration of war. In that eventuality, the
Government of the Republic [the Royal Government] shall
previously communicate its intention to the Royal Gov-
ernment [the Government of the Republic], which will thus
be enabled to determine whether there.is really a case of
direct provocation."73
Practically this meant that Italy was now no longer a
loyal member of the Triple Alliance. To be sure, Prinetti
might soothe his conscience by maintaining that his promise
to France merely "defined the character" of Italy's Triple
Alliance obligations, and was not directly contrary to
them,74 It is true his promise was not contrary to the
letter of Italy's obligations to Germany; since, according
to Art, II of the Triple Alliance Treaty, Italy was bound
to assist Germany only in case Germany was attacked by
France "without direct provocation," Italy reserved the
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